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Lord Chesterfield Writes to His Son

Dear boy,


You will recall my having sent to you, some years ago, a draught of the letter I desired you to write to your aunt in gratitude for her kind remembrance of your birthday, a precaution for your repute as a young gentleman I thought it   prudent to take despite the possible imputation of my being  meddlesome. Although such tutelage was occasionally necessitated in that time, it was a fairly simple matter for one to conduct a proper correspondence, even with those, who were then very few, to whom one had never been introduced.


In the present time, however, when social and commercial relations have become looser, some complexity has arisen from  innovations in their epistolary expression; and with one of these I have been compelled to admit the necessity of becoming better acquainted, in large part, I confess, because of your urging. Tempora mutantur, etc. I refer most particularly to e-mail.  

In your understanding of the means by which this post is delivered, I will always be your inferior. But I would have you consider my views of some of the missives themselves, for I am yet your superior in judgement of that variety of personages who, though never introduced to us, do attempt to cultivate our acquaintance.


My belief that this new class of letters comprises many of indeterminate sense can not, surely, be ascribed to a distorted fancy. As only one example, I adduce a communication received today from an unfamiliar source who declared his subject to be "功能 ." I found this obscure. I could not, however, help but respect its brevity, and therefore willingly turned my attention to the body of the message, where I first read, "安全性和隐私保护." In truth, this was no clearer; and it is to be feared that the same must be said of what succeeded it, viz., "日本語
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简体中文
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繁體中文." The fear, however, must be entirely my own; for next, with every appearance of a perfect confidence in the plainness of his meaning, the writer went on to say: 

"新语言功常见问题解答系统要求语言支持常见问题解答对运时脚本语言的显著更新提供了为人熟悉的语法和引安全性和隐私保护."  

I confess that I am uncertain of how to reply. If a similar approach should be made to you, I would counsel that you forbear to answer, while remaining alert to developements. 


Letters of another type——those promising increase of sensual delight——might seem to you undeserving of your notice, for you yet enjoy the vigour of youth. But I remark upon them that you might learn how the tolerant equanimity of a true gentleman may be preserved despite appeals to his attention that a lesser man could not regard as other than insufferably vulgar.


These may announce their offerings in few words, as in  "Goood[sic]~ErectPills," or in many, as in "Male extra is the strongest male enhancement and penis enlargement system available. Rock solid, bigger, harder, more intense erections." In either style, none make use of a genteel understatement. For its service to clarity, however, this frankness of expression may be accepted in one's private chambers, and one is not obliged to read one's letters aloud in the drawing room. Whether I desire, or might benefit from, a larger or only firmer masculine member, at the present moment I do not say. But I do say that the frequency with which opportunities for such improvement are offered——thirteen to me, so far this day——need not irritate; for consider: These are not the hawkings of an illiterate peddler in a squalid alleyway. Although it is very true that deceit may be practiced by the lettered and the well bathed, let us not foster suspicion where the risk is slight. If such physic fail to add strength to a man, be assured it will not give him the pox.

I would mention, moreover, that fully half of such letters are sent by women. In a single day I have received word from Yetta Yuki, Evelina Liliana, Jaunita [sic] Xiao, Jeanice [sic] Dorthy [sic], Malka Catarina, Janna Jazmin [sic], Myrtie [sic] Gale, and Erin Odessa. As I am not personally acquainted with them, I can not positively affirm their good character. But each must have known that she could not benefit, in her own pleasure, from my purchase of the pellets she praised. Reflecting upon this, I am not resentful of an impertinence, but grateful for a kind thought.


Although the letters of these two kinds have been unsolicited, it is apparent that their senders have heard enough of me to conform their purpose to their understanding. In the first letter I have quoted, the purpose may be variously interpreted, but in defense of the sender it may be said that I am known to have traveled widely, and have acquired some knowledge of alien customs and commerce. Of the second kind it may be said that the senders have been accurately informed that I take every pleasure in the society of women that a man of natural curiosity and elevated sensibility is permitted. Unfortunately, however, the virtue of regulating one's actions according to the degree of one's knowledge is foreign to the writers of a third kind, which perhaps have given you the same annoyance that they have given to me.


At my time of life I am not, and, moreover, am not thought to be, desirous of a second trial of matrimony. Neither have I been known to be especially devout. I am chafed, therefore, by messages like these two of the same day: "Meet Singles with Christian Values" and "Jewish Singles in Your Area Are Loooking [sic] For You." But let us suppose for  a moment that I were young and eager to marry. Why, then, should I take an interest, as some believe I might, in "Senior Living Today" or in "Affordable burial insurance"? Or why, if one reverse the angle of view, should unmarried women, regardless of their faith, eagerly seek my society if I deserve to be asked the question "Alcohol, Sex, or Drug Addiction Ruining Your life?", or if I am thought to be in need of "Bed Bug Defense"?


Of a graver nature are requests for details of a personal character that are accompanied, for example, by a threat of the "Termination of your CPA license;" by a "complaint of your company [sic] recent involvement in home renovation scam;" or even by a declaration that the government of Nigeria owes you a debt of £800,000. Surely these are the grotesque offspring  of disordered minds. I do hope that you disregard them.

In closing, I append a request. There has just now come to my mind the thought that, although you might reject every offer to provide what you do not lack, you might, even if only rarely, test a promise to augment that which you have. If, then, you have formed an opinion of the efficacy of "Hottest$M​​_e_n's pills," please share it, when next you write, with 

Your loving father










——John de Forest
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